
71

of the River Crow) and other Hidatsa occurred at Devils
Lake, which eventually lead to a split between the two groups
(Voget 1984:4-9).

The Sioux, escaping hostile Chippewa and seeking the abun-
dance of bison on the plains, began pushing westward in
the late 1600s from the woodlands of Minnesota. As they
moved west, they began to encroach on the territory occu-
pied by the Cheyenne-Sutaio and Arapaho-Atsina in the Red
River valley. In response, the Arapaho-Atsina began mov-
ing west.

The Assiniboine split from Yanktonai Sioux around 1640 to
1650,starting moving northwesterly and became aligned
with the Cree (S. Deaver 1986:24; Hewes 1961:51). The
Assiniboine traded corn received from the Mandan and other
village tribes of the Missouri, for axes, knives, bullets, and
gunpowder from the French and English traders (Rodnick
1938:1).

AD 1700-1780

Between 1700 and 1780, an increasing number of Indian
groups moved into North Dakota (Figure C.2). As contact
increased, mobility increased and territories became more

fluid. During this period of time, ancestral River Crow
moved along the Yellowstone in Montana (Voget 1984). The
Mandan and remaining Hidatsa occupied villages near the
Heart River of North Dakota, but their hunting territory ex-
tended far outside the trench. The range of the Hidatsa-proper
bands at this point included the Missouri, lower Yellowstone,
Little Missouri and Souris rivers, as well as the Turtle Moun-
tains and Devils Lake region (Bowers 1965:26). Hidatsa
villages occurred along the northern edge of the Turtle
Mountains and on Graham’s Island in Devil’s Lake (Gregg
et al. 1983:56).

The Arapaho and Atsina expanded westward from the
Devil’s Lake area across the Coteau to the area around the
mouth of the Little Missouri River. In the 1720s, the Arapaho
and Atsina separated (Hewes 1961:52). The Atsina moved
in a northwesterly direction and by 1750 became allied with
the Blackfoot. The Arapaho moved in a southwesterly di-
rection and became allied with the Cheyenne.

The Assiniboine and their allies, the Plains Cree, hunted in
the valley of the Souris River in the winter and near the
Turtle Mountains in the summer. Some bands of the Hidatsa-
proper and some Plains Chippewa also utilized this area.
The Sioux blocked all groups from crossing the Missouri
Coteau.

Figure C.1

North Dakota ca. AD 1600
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